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NATIVE ANIMAL RESCUE 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.49 pm]: I say to Hon Ed 
Dermer that he can be very jovial now, but the mighty black and whites will reign supreme next year!  

Hon Kate Doust: Are you talking about Collingwood next weekend?  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Definitely not Collingwood, the mighty Swan Districts Football Club.  

Tonight I wish to make a few remarks about an event that I had the pleasure of attending a week or so ago with 
the Attorney General, Christian Porter, at a wonderful organisation, Native Animal Rescue, based in Malaga. 
This very hardworking not-for-profit organisation cares for around 3 000 native animals and birds each year. 
Formerly known as the Fauna Rehabilitation Foundation, for more than 25 years Native Animal Rescue has 
dedicated itself to the rehabilitation and release of sick, injured, orphaned and often displaced native animals.  

Earlier this year, Native Animal Rescue was successful in its bid to gain state government funding for its latest 
project called River Connections. Last week, the Attorney came out to Native Animal Rescue’s headquarters in 
Malaga to present a cheque for nearly $200 000 to the group. Building on a partnership between Native Animal 
Rescue and the police and citizens youth centres organisation, which I launched last year, River Connections is a 
joint initiative that will operate on the Swan and Canning Rivers. The project, funded through the state’s 
Criminal Property Confiscation Grants program, is focused on young people at risk and seeks to involve them in 
meaningful and positive activities that help our environment, particularly our marine environment. Through this 
project, Native Animal Rescue and PCYC are collaborating with a range of agencies and organisations, 
including the Swan River Trust, Murdoch University and Keep Australia Beautiful to help deliver a very 
comprehensive program to the project participants. Importantly, it is envisaged that the young people who will 
be involved in the project will gain a range of skills, from learning more about river conservation and 
revegetation to the rescue and care of distressed native wildlife. I am told that working with PCYC officers, the 
participants will be taught various water and boating skills. Native Animal Rescue will also be working with 
Polytechnic West to provide students with training in animal care.  

I suppose for me the potential value of this program cannot be underestimated. A program such as this requires 
these young people to participate in a positive community activity. It involves them in the care of injured 
wildlife, makes them think of others and enables them to gain skills that they might not otherwise develop. 
Importantly, it also provides an opportunity for them to be mentored by a number of positive role models, 
whether they be PCYC officers or the many volunteers and staff that make up Native Animal Rescue.  

Native Animal Rescue is involving itself also in the work being undertaken by the Department of Environment 
and Conservation, Perth Zoo and other organisations to reverse the decline in the woylie population. For 
members who are not aware, the woylie, which is a particular favourite of mine, is in significant decline, with 
some local populations shrinking, I understand, by up to 99 per cent. The reasons for the massive decline remain 
somewhat unclear. Through its Woylie Connections project, Native Animal Rescue is undertaking regular 
monitoring of a captive on-site population of woylies—it has a secure enclosure at the Malaga site—to help 
better understand the behaviour and reproductive biology of woylies as well as potential causes of disease, which 
is thought to be one of the factors in their decline. I was really pleased to hear during the recent visit that the 
breeding program is going extremely well and that eight woylies have been recently transferred to DEC’s Perup 
sanctuary, which is a 420-hectare, predator-free enclosure east of Manjimup. It was a sanctuary that I pushed 
very strongly for when I was minister. I am very pleased to hear that that sanctuary is now delivering some very 
positive outcomes for woylies as well as for a number of other endangered species. All the information gained 
from the research and collaboration between a number of agencies and organisations, like Native Animal 
Rescue, can only help with the efforts in woylie recovery. Therefore, in concluding my remarks, I simply want to 
place on record tonight the great work that Native Animal Rescue does in our community. I think that we would 
all agree, no matter which region we represent in this place, that we all know individuals and community groups 
throughout this state who give up their time, often voluntarily, to help care for injured wildlife. These wonderful 
volunteers at Native Animal Rescue, their super energetic CEO Lizzie Aravidis, one of the nurses, Kelli 
Ellemore, and all the other staff at Native Animal Rescue, are to be commended for their invaluable contribution 
to native animal rehabilitation. They work so very hard for simply no other award than to help birds and animals 
recover and then to see them released back into their natural habitats. I want to thank Lizzie and her team for the 
very kind invitation to attend the recent event with the Attorney and I look forward to continuing my very good 
relationship with them for many years to come. 
 


